
WESTONZOYLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY   26  JUNE 2017   AT   7.30  PM  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, WESTONZOYLAND

PRESENT: Cllrs Mrs Fisher (Chairman - in the Chair), Mrs Ballard, Burge, 
Evans, and Spurrell 

County Cllr David Hall (County Council Ward Member) was also 
present

APOLOGIES: Cllrs Alder, Carson, Griffiths and Ms Perry

15/17 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 
15/05/17 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

16/17 Matters Arising

i. Airfield, Storage of Grit and Gravel and Highway Materials (Min 
04/17ii)  -  Members  noted in  accordance with  the advice at  the  previous 
meeting, that the mounds of grit and gravel were reducing.

ii. Annual  Audit  of  Accounts  2016/17  (Min  08/17)  -  The  Clerk 
confirmed that all matters as advised in Min 08/17 had been completed and 
all papers would be submitted for external audit following signature by the 
Chairman.

iii. New Cemetery - Memorial - Kerbing and Trim Contrary  to Rules 
and Regulations (Min 14/17.4) - The Clerk confirmed the address to which 
the agreed letter would be sent.

17/17 Minutes of the Annual Parish Public Meeting

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15/05/17 be noted 
and in particular  the issues raised in respect  of  dumping of  rubbish and 
builders materials on the corner of Standards Road.  There had been some 
improvement but the issue was still of concern to local residents.  This would 
be referred again to Cllr Ms Perry.

18/17 Housing Need Assessment 2016 and Follow-up on Affordable Housing 
and Core Strategy Review

The  current  position  had  been  updated  at  the  Annual  Parish  Meeting. 
Following  public  consultation  a  further  update  was  awaited  which  would 
determine the next steps.

RESOLVED:  That the matters contained in Min 03 of the Annual Parish 
Meeting be noted and the further update awaited.
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19/17 County Councillor Ward Report

County Cllr David Hall outlined the position of the County Council following  
the recent General Election and those matters which may be delayed.  He 
would shortly be attending the Annual Conference of the Local Government 
Association and more information was expected in terms of impact on Local 
Authorities.   This may well  include the position with further proposals for 
elected  Mayors  in  shire  counties.   It  was  also  possible  that  further 
information  would  be  forthcoming  in  respect  of  the  plans  to  finance  the 
Somerset Rivers Authority in the longer term.

Cllr  Hall  also gave an update on the HPC Project  and highlighted some 
impacts in rural areas, notably locations of caravan sites and use of holiday 
accommodation.

Cllr Hall confirmed his portfolios as Deputy Leader of the County Council in  
relation to economic development and resources.

20/17 Police and PCSO Report

Again  no  officers  were  in  attendance  and  no  report  was  available.  
Neighbourhood  Watch  reports  had  recorded  a  couple  of  break-ins  upon 
which information was being sought by the police.  Arising from this item 
members  also  identified  problems  with  scramble  bikes  on  droves  and 
youngsters motorcycling on estates in the Village.  These issues would be 
reviewed longer term.

21/17 Village Agent Report

Kate Symmons had presented here apologies and in doing so identified a  
number  of  issues  she  had  been  dealing  with  in  Westonzoyland.   This 
included  transport  concerns,  public  transport  difficulties  in  attending 
Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  and  the  restrictions  apparent  with  hospital 
transport.   Traffic  speeds  through  the  Village  continued  to  be  a  major 
concern.

Members  wished  to  receive  confirmation  on  the  use  and  benefits  of  
Sedgemoor Community Transport and requested that the Village Agent be 
asked to provide this information.  It was anticipated that Cllr Alder might  
also assist.

22/17 Accounts for Payment and Receipts

RESOLVED:  That the accounts listed for payment (including Section 137 
payments where appropriate) contained in the Clerk's report dated 19/06/17 
and the income be noted and approved together with the bank statements 
and reconciliation.

23/17 Planning Applications, Decisions, Appeals and Enforcement

53/17/08 Erection of single storey extensions at 51 Liney Road - no 
objection

2



53/17/09 Installation of window to South West elevations etc, The Old 
School, School Road - no objection

53/17/10&11(Listed Building) Erection of replacement dwelling and two 
outbuildings on site of existing, 10 Load Lane - no objection 
subject to examination of English Heritage comments

53/17/13 Conversion of existing agricultural store building into two 
holiday units on land to East of Hill View, Liney Road - 
objection 1. The existing building does not lend itself to 
conversion for holiday lets or indeed any form of residential 
development; 2.  Previous proposals for alternative use of the 
building have been refused and upheld on appeal, including 
impact on residential amenity and vehicle movements

53/17/06 Decision - sub division of existing dwelling into two dwellings, 
24A Kings Drive - approved

53/16/23 Decision - outline planning permission with all matters reserved 
for erection of six dwellings on land to South of Load Lane - 
withdrawn

24/17 Publications and Correspondence

RESOLVED:  That the items recorded in the Report dated 19/06/17 be noted 
and actioned where appropriate:

1. Parish Magazine - letter of thanks for grant
2. Somerset Web Services - Web Report - April/May
3. SDC Cluster Meeting
4. Seafarers - Merchant Navy Day
5. Magazines, Newsletters, Posters and Product Information, including 

circulation of dog bin posters

25/17 Additional Items

1. Sedgemoor  Battle  Displays  -  confirmed  in  Westonzoyland  Church 
with exhibition currently in Bridgwater Blake Museum;
2. Village  Hall  -  concerns  about   lack  of  bookings  and  interest  by 
Management  Committee members  and possible  review of  constitution  to 
secure more active support;
3. Kings Drive Overhanging Trees - Chris Burge to follow up;
4. Springway Farm - erection of building apparently  without consent - to 
be  followed up;
5. British Flag Carnival  Shed -  erection of  iron framework structure - 
copy of landscaping plan required before erection to be chased up.

The meeting finished at 8.40 pm

Signed;
Chairman
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