
WESTONZOYLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY   12 MARCH 2018   AT   7.30  PM  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, WESTONZOYLAND

PRESENT: Cllrs Mrs Fisher (Chairman - in the Chair), Mr Alder, Mrs Ballard,  
Messrs Evans and Spurrell, and Ms Perry (from 8.30)
County Cllr David Hall (County Council Ward Member) was also 
present

Apologies: Mr Carson and Ms Vicker

84/17 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

RESOLVED:   That  the  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Council  held  on 
15/01/18 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

85/17 Matters Arising

i. Airfield  -  Storage  of  Raw  Materials,  Noise  Issues  and 
Enforcement Matters (Min 71/17i) - members acknowledged the continuing 
issues  with  the  Airfield  and  the  continuing  examination  on  a  number  of 
fronts.  Referring to the previous Minutes, County Cllr Hall pointed out that 
tipping and storage of  road materials was nothing to do with the County  
Council and that enforcement issues referred to were a matter for the District 
Planning Authority.  Nonetheless, members remained concerned that various 
deadlines  by  contractors  or  sub-contractors  had  not  been  met  and,  if 
anything,  storage  on  site  was  increasing.   Reference  to  the  increasing 
number of lorry bodies and caravans continued although it  appeared that  
one building referred to of substantial size had been consented sometime 
previously.

(The Chairman, Cllr Mrs Fisher, declared an interest in all matters connected  
with the Airfield from a personal perspective)

ii. Westonzoyland  New  Cemetery  -  Cemetery  Regulations  and 
Memorial  Items,  and  Trees  and  Hedge  (Min  77/17)  -  Members  again 
reviewed the current  position  and the implementation of  action approved 
following erection of notice reaffirming the Rules and Regulations.  

RESOLVED:  

1. That instructions be given for the implementation of the Rules and 
Regulations and removal of unauthorised items including the kerb and trim 
on one grave;

2. that the leylandi line parallel to the road be retained and a start be 
made on the removal of the leylandi tree line from the gate where the laurel 
hedge has become well established.
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iii. Recreation  Field  Children’s  Play  Equipment  (Min  79/17)  - 
members  noted  the  information  which  had  been  circulated  with  the 
suggestions for new play equipment constituting four items and the repair of  
the vandalised wet pour patch.  On the quotation obtained, cost was of the 
order  of  £13,500  including  installation  and  safety  surfacing.   This  also 
featured equipment suitable for disability use.  Arrangements would be made 
through Ian Moore to remove and reinstate two existing disused bases to 
permit the new equipment to be put in.  The Clerk confirmed that the cost 
was within the budget available.

RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council proceed with the planned additional 
equipment and for further comparison another quotation be obtained.

86/17 Westonzoyland Affordable Housing Project (Min 74/17)

Esther Carter, the Housing Project Development Officer, was in attendance 
and circulated a Briefing Paper (No 4) covering all the various aspects of the 
Project.  This dealt in particular with the current position in relation to the 
Liney Road development (now 43 houses with 40% affordable) and where  
the Section 106 Agreement covering the local lettings policy was included. 
She explained how this would work and that as a consequence and following 
on  from  consultation,  an  updated  survey  showed  that  there  was  an 
additional  need  of  some  14  households  seeking  affordable  housing  in 
Westonzoyland.  Esther explained the latest position with a second site on 
Main  Road and how this  might  be  brought  forward.   She  explained  the  
impact of  the Community  Housing Fund and options whereby the Parish 
Council might support a project through use of this funding.  Members had 
some concerns about the number of dwellings that might be provided on the 
Main Road site and as a first step this would be checked out.

RESOLVED:

1. That the position with the Liney Road site and in relation to additional need 
and the Main Road site be also noted; and 

2. that the decision to pursue support for the Main Road site and CHF 
grant and establishing a Housing Steering Group be subject to confirmation 
of the capacity of the site in Main Road and related matters.

87/17 County Councillor Ward Report

Cllr Hall had commented in previous items in relation to the Westonzoyland 
Airfield and a planning application  which had been submitted by  Messrs  
Towens, and confirmed that the application had, this day, been withdrawn. 
He also confirmed the County Council budget position as previously advised 
and the presenting of the Bill in Parliament for the SRA Precepting proposal.  
He  also  commented  briefly  on  the  County  Council’s  actions  through  the 
recent snow and cold snap. 

88/17 Pension Regulator - Declaration of Compliance

The Clerk confirmed that the necessary Declaration of Compliance had been 
completed and confirmed.
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89/17 Police and PCSO Report

No officers were in attendance and no report had been made available for  
some time and in the circumstances members agreed to remove the item 
from the Agenda.  Police attendance could still be requested should specific  
circumstances warrant such request.

90/17 Village Agent Report

The Clerk confirmed information that Kate Symonds, the Village Agent, had 
retired  and  that  through  funding  changes  the  Village  Agent  Service  was 
changing.  In replacement, Kate had presented contact details on alternative 
available services which would be published in the Parish Magazine and on 
the Parish Council Website.

91/17 Calendar of Meetings 2018/19

The Calendar of Meetings had been circulated and was approved.

92/17 Battlefield Memorial - Fencing and Gates Renewal

RESOLVED:   That Ian Moore be requested to put in place the necessary 
works of the order of £200-250.

93/17 Planning Applications, Decisions, Appeals and Enforcement, and Other 
Matters

53/18/01 Notice of proposed agricultural development - erection of 
agricultural building at Linden Farm, Andersea Road - formal 
application not required.

53/18/02 Notice of proposed agricultural development - Middle Farm, 
Andersea - erection of agricultural building for the storage of 
machinery implements and equipment - formal application not 
required.

1/53/18/03 The construction and operation of materials reprocessing 
facility with a capacity of 50,000 tonnes/annum throughput for  
recycling of aggregates including road planings, chipping and 
wood; shredding of green waste composting off site and soil 
screening, former BYB Pallet Recovery site, Springway Lane 
Business Park, Airfield - withdrawn.

RESOLVED:  That in anticipation of the re-submission of a planning 
application, the Council seek to ensure that all necessary environmental and 
ecological, and traffic and transport assessment reports are provided to 
enable detailed consideration of all aspects of the proposal, noting that 
operations are already underway on site.

94/18 Notification of Roll-out of Consultations on Applications

The Clerk had responded to the Consultation outlining the difficulties which 
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would be faced by the Parish Council and members of the public in 
accessing applications in hard-copy form from the Sedgemoor Inn location 
which had been used for a number of years was not available.  A planned 
demonstration had not been possible this evening but would be requested 
for a forthcoming meeting.

95/17 Revised Speeding Indicator Device (SID) Programme - Contributions

Further information had been received from the County Council on the 
required contribution from Parish/Town Councils for each speed indicator 
device (SID) installation should a revised SID programme operate after 
March 2018.  This would be £100 per installation and the Clerk 
recommended that subject to review through the year, up to £600, should be 
made available.

RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council confirm their desire to join the scheme 
on the basis outlined with confirmation of the locations which will be used.

96/17 Accounts for Payment and Receipts

RESOLVED:  That the accounts listed for payment (including Section 137 
payments where appropriate) and paid, contained in the Clerks report dated 
05/03/18 and the income be noted and approved together with the bank 
statements and reconciliation.

97/17 Publications and Correspondence

RESOLVED:  That the items recorded in the report dated 05/03/18 be noted 
and actioned where appropriate:

1. CIL Payments - estimated figures for the Parish subject  to known  
developments taking place

2. SWS Web Report 2018
3. Somerset Road Safety - to request that County Highways address  

safety  issues  in  planned  proposals  on  the  A372  between  
Westonzoyland and Bridgwater

4. Members Interests Table - logged on the Parish Council Web
5. Sedgemoor 2050 Transport Investment Strategy 
6. Sedgemoor Parishes Cluster 06/03/18
7. PAYE - paying electronically - referred to SDC (payroll)
8. Waste  Collection  Service  Contract  -  renewal  and  plans  for  more  

flexibility
9. Recycling imports
10. Library  Service  Consultation  to  22/04/18  (now  extended  to  June  

2018)
11. Mendip Community Transport - grant request declined 
12. HPC Grants and SDC Grants - noted
13. GDPR/DPO Service - noted
14. Magazines, Newsletters, Posters and Product Information 
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98/17 Additional Items

1. Reference to dumping of rubble off the highway near the motorway at 
The Beeches;

2. Building erected to rear of Standby Building at 21 Liney Road (Min 
83/17.7) - confirmation planning consent not required;

3. Westonzoyland  Friendship  Fund  –  not  accepted  as  an  issue  for  
Parish Council consideration;

4. Grass cutting, maintenance and Village orderly issues - referred to  
Chairman and Clerk to confirm acceptable increase in costs within  
budget.

The meeting finished at 9.20 pm

Signed;
Chairman
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