
 

 

       
To Leaders of District and Unitary  
Local Authorities in England 

9 February 2016 
 
 
Dear Colleague  
 
CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN 
 
We would like to draw your attention to the ‘Clean for the Queen’ campaign which aims to 
clear up litter from all our communities in time for Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th birthday.  
 
Both our Departments are supporting this worthwhile initiative which was launched 
officially on 13 January and is being led by Country Life magazine, the Garfield Weston 
Foundation and the national charity Keep Britain Tidy.  We are calling on individuals, 
volunteer groups, local councils, businesses and schools to do their bit and spruce up the 
country’s high streets, residential and business areas, villages and parks. 
 
Following on from last year’s successful Community Clear-Up Day, in December 2015 the 
Government agreed with the Communities and Local Government Select Committee’s 
recommendation to explore ways to make a national litter-picking day an annual event.  
For 2016 the most sensible option is to join-up with a range of other interested 
organisations to deliver a hugely successful ‘Clean for the Queen’ on the weekend of 4, 5 
and 6 March 2016.  
 
There are already many community and corporate groups around the country involved in 
regular litter picking activities.  We want this national initiative to give these groups the 
recognition they deserve and encourage other groups – great and small – to help end the 
scourge of litter.  We are also urging the manufacturers of items commonly associated with 
littering to join in and contribute to the clear up of our streets and public places.  We hope 
this collaborative effort will make local areas better places to work and live.  It’s amazing 
how small actions can add up to transform local spaces from an eyesore to an asset 
across the country. 
 
The Government would like to see dropping litter becoming as socially unacceptable as 
drink driving.  It costs councils hundreds of millions of pounds every year to clear up and 
spoils our enjoyment of towns and the countryside.  Littered areas can reduce property 
prices and local businesses may suffer as people stay away.  This affects the whole 
community and we believe can be avoided by everyone taking responsibility. 
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The website www.cleanforthequeen.co.uk/resources/2466 has details of how to organise 
an event and how to get hold of equipment and other resources.   
 
We would welcome you personally taking part in the March Clean for the Queen weekend 
– whether promoting the event within your local authority, encouraging your wider 
networks to get involved or by joining a local litter pick yourself.  Please do let us know 
what you decide to do to help.  Together we can help improve the quality of our streets 
and public spaces and create a lasting legacy of a cleaner, tidier Britain. 
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