
WESTONZOYLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE   ANNUAL    MEETING   OF THE COUNCIL  
HELD ON MONDAY   13 May 2019 AT 7.00 PM   

AT THE VILLAGE HALL
PRIOR TO THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

                     

PRESENT: Cllrs Alder, Ms Bicker, Mr Evans, Mrs Fisher, Mr Griffiths, Mrs Parfitt, 
Mr Pearce, and Ms Perry 

Also present District Cllr Anthony Betty

APOLOGIES:Cllrs Spurrell and County Cllr David  Hall

(Prior to the commencement of the meeting, those members present who
had been duly elected at the uncontested election signed Declarations of
Acceptance of Office and were given forms to complete for notification of
financial and other interests)

01/19 Election of Chairman

Resolved:  That Mrs Fisher be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for
2019/20.

02/19 Appointment of Vice Chairman

Resolved:   That  Mr  Evans  be  appointed  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Parish
Council for 2019/20.

03/19 Uncontested Election

The Clerk confirmed that the number of candidates equalled the number of
places available and that all members standing had been duly elected.

Resolved:  That the business of the meeting proceed.

04/19 Welcome  to  New  Members  and  Introduction  of  Newly  Elected  SDC
Kings Isle Ward Cllr Anthony Betty

The Chairman welcomed Cllrs Liz Parfitt and Andy Pearce as new members
of the Parish Council.  She also welcomed Cllr Anthony Betty, duly elected
representing the Kings Isle Ward on SDC.

The Chairman also thanked  those re-elected and retired members, Cllrs
Mrs Ballard and Carson for their services.

Cllr  Ms Perry also acknowledged the work of  Cllr  Derek Alder,  who had
stood down from the Kings Isle Ward after many years of service for the
Westonzoyland area for which  he was congratulated on past service.
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05/19 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Resolved:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11/03/19 be approved
and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

06/19 Matters Arising

i. Towens Site, Springway (Application 1/53/18/12) (Min 75/18ii and
79/18) Update - The Clerk reported upon a meeting which he and Cllr Perry
had attended with Officers of the County Council and the Consultant dealing
with the planning application, to understand the process and raise issues
about  the  way  the  application  had  been  handled,  including  delays  on
information reaching the County website and lack of information referred to
the Parish Council.  Particular issues raised related to highway and vehicle
movements,  ecological  issues,  environmental  issues  and  noise.   It  was
confirmed  in  anticipation  the  application  would  be  submitted  to  the
Regulation Committee of  the County Council  on 13/06/19 with the report
prepared in advance.  The Parish Council would be advised and this would
be available  on the website  with  due notice to  enable attendance at  the
meeting,  if  desired,  by  representatives  of  the  Parish  Council  and/or
parishioners.  The Clerk had also drawn attention to the application for the
goods vehicle operators licence for Springway Farm being processed by the
Traffic Commissioners.

The County Officers and Consultant confirmed that issues raised should be
covered in the report to the Committee and the EIA process also explained,
whereupon an appeal by the applicants to the Secretary of State deemed an
EIA unnecessary.

Resolved:  That the position be noted.

ii. Play Area -  New Equipment  and Surfacing (Min 75/18iii) -  The
Clerk confirmed that the three new pieces of equipment were in use and the
safety  surfacing,  where  vandalised,  had  been  renewed.   It  was  also
explained that the roundabout had reached the end of its useful  life and
should be replaced, and that other items on site required repainting.

Resolved:   That the situation be noted, a roundabout suitable for use for
children with disabilities be sourced and repainting of other items contracted.

iii. Somerset Wood, Cheddon Fitzpaine - Tree Planting (Min 75/18iv) 

Resolved:   That  the  action  taken  by  the  Clerk  be  noted  with  the  first
contribution of £50 in 2019/20 and continued over a five year period.

iv. Battle  of  Sedgemoor,  Monmouth  Rebellion  Booklets  (Min
84/18.1) -  The booklets had been paid for and now received for the use of
the Parish Council and Village organisations to be sold @ £2.50 each.

v. Defibrillator (Min 84/18.2) -  The Clerk confirmed the position with
sourcing a defibrillator,  which had now reduced marginally in price.  One
item had been offered  to the Village and agreement reached that this could
be sited at the shops.  The Clerk would secure the electrical supply work
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from a local  company.   As this  defibrillator was to  be provided privately,
members considered that one could also be provided at the Village Hall.
The Chairman agreed to follow this up.

Cllr  Pearce  indicated  that  some  problems  had  been  experienced  by
Middlezoy in connection with the Ambulance Service overseeing the location
and registration and undertook to investigate and report on this issue.

Resolved:  That the proposals be followed up and reviewed in the light of
any information from Middlezoy.

vi. Speed Signs and Speeding in the Village (Min 84/18.3) - Members
noted the representation submitted by Mr Michael Tucker, to which a reply
was awaited.

Resolved:  That further action be reviewed once a reply is received.

vii. Battlefield  Signage  (Min  84/18.5)  - Representations  had  been
received that  the route marker  posts needed refurbishment and renewal.
The Clerk had followed this up with Vicky Banham at SDC, seeking support
from tourism sources and a response was awaited.

07/19 District Ward Member Report

Cllr Perry reported on recent issues discussed by the District Council and
decisions,  including  the  approval  of  budget  and  precept,  revisions
incorporated in the Local Plan in which Westonzoyland remained a tier 3
village, other changes at SDC, and action supporting climate change.

08/19 Police and PCSO Report (Min 78/18)

Members  were  again  disappointed  that  there  had  been  no  further
communication from the PCSO or police report provided.  In the meantime
correspondence  had  been  received  from  Chief  Inspector  Lisa  Simpson
regarding the implementation of the new model of policing and seeking local
views.

Resolved:  That the Clerk respond pointing to the inadequacies apparent in
policing in the Village and the loss of benefits of regular attendance at Parish
Council meetings, and visible policing.

09/19 Audit  of  Accounts  2018/19,  Year  End  and  Governance  and  Internal
Audit

The Clerk referred to the Notice of Audit, the action which had been taken in
preparation for the audit, the year end accounts, and the Governance and
Internal  Audit  reports  as  per  Accounting  Statements  and  background
information received.

Resolved:  

1. That the Notice of Audit 2018/19 as received be noted;
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2. that the Annual Governance Statement be completed on behalf of 
the Council;

3. that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign off the accounts 
and statements for submission; and

4. that the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements  
be published on the website,  together with other such information  
required to satisfy the Transparency Code for Small Authorities.

10/19 Appointments 2019/20

1. Planning Sub-Committee (5) – Chairman & Vice-Chairman together  
with three other members;

2. SALC Representatives (2) - Chairman and Vice-Chairman;
3. Village Hall Management Committee (1) - Jackie Fisher;
4. Standby Building and Carnival Shed Project Group (now defunck);
5. Internal Auditor (1) - Mrs Geri O’Loughlin;
6. Cluster Group - Chairman (and/or Vice-Chairman) and Clerk;
7. Rights of Way Contact/Parish Path Liaison Officer (1) - Ian (Charlie) 

Moore;
8. Grievance and Disciplinary Panel - Hugh Griffiths and Liz Perry;
9. Appeals Panel - Chairman and Vice-Chairman;
10. Parish Magazine Scribe (1) - Steve Spurrell;
11. Cheque Signatories (Mrs Fisher, Mr Evans, Mr Alder, Mr Griffiths and 

Clerk).

Resolved:  That the appointments as set out above be confirmed.

11/19 Calendar of Meetings 2019/20

Resolved:  That the revised Calendar of Meetings as now circulated, be
approved.

12/19 Review  of  Standing  Orders  and  Financial  Regulations  and  Code  of
Conduct

Resolved:   That these documents  be reviewed by the Clerk and suggested
updating or amendments brought forward.

13/19 Planning  Applications,  Decisions,  Appeals  and  Enforcements,  and
Other Matters

Reports  were  received  for  information  on  applications  53/18/20;  19/02;
19/08; and 19/09.

53/19/02 Reorientation of single storey detached building with storage
over, 10 Load Lane - no objection

53/19/10 Retrospective  application  for  stockpiling  of  chippings  etc,
former  go-kart  track  on Airfield  for  Sedgemoor  Karting  -  no
objection subject to consideration  of issues related to access
and junction to A372, limitation on number of traffic movements
per day and hours of operation; numbers of employees and
confirmation  of  numbers  to  be  accommodated  on  site,  and
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limited  height  restriction  on  stockpiles  in  interests  of  visual
amenity alongside A372.

53/19/11&12(LB) Steel frame building for storage and display of locomotives
and  rolling  stock  at  Westonzoyland  Engine  Museum  -  no
objection

53/19/13 Erection  of  first  floor  extension  to  rear,  4  Main  Road  -  no
objection

53/19/14 Retrospective  change  of  use  of  annex  to  dwelling,  43b
Monmouth Road - no objection

(Cllr Parfitt declared an interest in application 53/19/02 and took no part in
the consideration)

14/19 Accounts for Payment and Receipts

Resolved:   That  the  accounts  listed  for  payment  (including  Section  137
payments  where  appropriate)  and  paid,  contained  in  the  Clerk’s  Report
dated  06/05/19  including  Sovereign  –  CCC  Finance  deposit  payment  of
£1177.18 and receipt of VAT 17/18 reclaim at £210.50 (16/17 awaited) and
other income be noted and approved, together with bank statements and
reconciliation.

15/19 Publications and Correspondence

Resolved:  That the items recorded in the report dated 06/05/19 be noted
and actioned where appropriate:

1. Monmouth and Battle Booklets - as supplied;
2. Safer Somerset Business Partnership - possible extension to villages;
3. Sedgemoor Conversation 27/02/19;
4. SWS Website Reports - March, April and May 2019;
5. SWP Waste Briefing - March and April 2019;
6. Guide to the Community Infrastructure Levy;
7. SALC Bulletin;
8. Merchant Navy Day 03/09/19;
9. Community Connect Event 10/06/19;
10. Consultation on River Parrett Dredging - Stathe to Burrowbridge;
11. Community Council for Somerset - community roles;
12. SDC Audit and Standards Committee - nominations for two Parish 

and Town representatives and two independents;
13. Recreation Field - Fairground interest - Chairman to pursue;
14. Rainwater Harvesting - information to be circulated;
15. SALC - essentials training;
16. Magazines, Newsletters, Posters and Product Information.

16/19 Additional Items

1. West Monkton School - presentation by Vice-Chairman and notice of
Battle of Sedgemoor Centenary in 2025 - to be pursued;
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2. Benches  -  replacements  on  corner  opposite  shops  and  in  New  
Cemetery - Vice-Chairman to pursue;

3. Notice of Jenny Pearce as Bookings Secretary for Village Hall;
4. Community Litter Pick - appreciation and thanks of Parish Council to 

20 or so villagers who took part;
5. Facebook - reiteration of Parish Council position and stance;
6. Tree overhanging highway at corner of Main Road - to be reported;
7. Carnival Shed -  location of skip and trailer, and untidiness and open 

fenced area - Vice-Chairman to follow-up;
8. Cinammon Trust - circulation of information seeking volunteers.

The Meeting finished at 8.55 pm

Signed;
Chairman
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