
WESTONZOYLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY   17 MARCH 2014   AT 7.30PM  

                     AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE  WESTONZOYLAND

PRESENT: Cllr Mrs Fisher (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs Ballard, Burge, Carson, Evans, Griffiths and 
Lamb

           Cllr David Hall, County Council Ward Member, was also present

APOLOGY: Cllr Alder

77/13 Flooding in the Village and on the Levels and Moors

Mr John Rowlands and Mr Chris Smith from the Environment  Agency were in 
attendance  and  gave  a  presentation  and  update  on  the  flooding  situation  in  the 
village over recent weeks and the actions which had been taken.  This included, with 
the continuing high water levels on the Levels and Moors, the replacement of the 
temporary flood defence around Grays Avenue which had been a response to the 
movement of water via the Sowy through the King’s Sedgemoor Drain and heavy 
duty pumping at Dunball back into the river Parrett.  They explained the process of 
the  regular  briefings which  had been issued throughout  the  severe  flooding and 
presented copies of the plans showing temporary flood defences and the key water 
courses in and around Westonzoyland.

Mr Smith and Mr Rowlands responded to a number of questions giving an overall 
view of  the  impact  of  the  flooding  and  the  consequences  of  the  heavy  rainfall 
alongside some of the highest tides on record in the Parrett.   They also referred 
briefly to the Action Plan which had now been drawn up and was under Government 
consideration covering 20 years.  They also dealt with the relationship between the 
Environment Agency and the Internal Drainage Boards.

At this point the Chairman adjourned the formal meeting to enable members of the 
public (7) present to comment and raise questions.  The Environment Agency 
representatives responded to these questions in relation to dredging proposals for 
the Parrett and Tone, use of the Sowy and the King’s Sedgemoor Drain and the 
spillway at Aller Moor.  Specific questions in relation to Monks Leaze, Beer Wall 
and the Aller Moor Spillway, and in specific to the village, Lake Wall, Grays 
Avenue, the Hamrod Rhyne and main water courses.

The Chairman then reconvened the meeting.  

Mr Rowlands and Mr Smith were thanked for their presentation and for the 
information provided and confirmed their willingness to keep the Parish Council 
fully informed as matters developed and in the event of similar situations which 
posed a threat to the village in any way over time.
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78/13 Resignation of Jon Beale

The Clerk reported a letter from Jon Beale which had been passed to the Chairman 
conveying his resignation following a permanent move to France.  Mr Beale 
expressed his thanks to the Parish Council and regret that following his move abroad 
he was no longer able to fulfil the role as a Parish Councillor.  The Chairman 
recorded appreciation to John on behalf of all the Parish Council for his 
involvement.

The Clerk confirmed that it would be necessary to appoint a Vice-Chairman and 
explained the procedure for the filling of vacancies and the feasibility of co-option 
rather than an election.

RESOLVED:

1. That the resignation of Jon Beale be accepted with regret, and Jon thanked 
for his services;

2. that a process be put in hand for a replacement;

3. that Mrs Jackie Ballard be elected Vice-Chairman for the remainder of the 
current municipal year. 

79/13 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20/01/14 be approved and 
signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

80/13 Matters Arising

1. Somerset Web Services and the Parish Council Web Site - The Clerk  
confirmed that the site had been established and work was now underway to 
populate the various sections.  Training for volunteer members would be 
arranged in due course with the full launch of the web site.

2. Battlefield Monument Memorial Stone - The Clerk reported that SDC had 
declined  what  was  thought  to  be  a  previous  offer  to  match-fund  the  
replacement of the stone.  Application would be made to the Small Grant’s 
Programme of the District Council instead.

  
3. Parish  Magazine  On Line -  Arising  from the  reference  to  the  Parish  

Council  Web Site,  the possibility  of the Parish Magazine 'On Line'  was  
briefly raised.

81/13 Ward Member Report - SCC Cllr David Hall

Members received information from the County Ward Member Cllr Hall, in relation 
to  the  earlier  item  on  flooding  and  in  particular  the  relationship  between  the 
Environment Agency and the Internal Drainage Board.  The continuing action of the 
County Council, District Council and other Agencies was also reported, not least the 
County  Council’s  significant  commitment  to  funding  and  the  submission  to 
Government  about  the  need  to  secure  funding  through  a  “catchment”  charge 
recognising  river  and  water  catchments  rather  than  historic  local  authority 
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boundaries.

Cllr Hall also gave updates on EDF/HPC, the broadband roll-out, road repairs and 
gulleys and the Charitable Trust being established being a combined Heritage Trust 
for Somerset and Devon.
Cllr Hall also presented a cheque for £2,000 to the Parish Council from the Ward 
Community Budget to support the Fitness and Lifestyle equipment which the Parish 
Council intended to install as part of the extended Play Area.

The Chairman thanked Cllr Hall and offered appropriate publicity in due course.

82/13 PCSO Report

PSCO Helen Whitehead had prepared a Report updating the issues she had dealt 
with  in  the  village  during  the  previous  weeks,  notwithstanding  her  recent  
involvement with the flooding response.  A copy of the Report had been 
circulated by email.

83/13 Somerset Village Agents, Community Council for Somerset Initiative

The Chairman welcomed Alison Hoare, appointed as Village Agent serving in this 
area  the  Parishes  of  Chedzoy,  Westonzoyland  and  Middlezoy.   Alison  gave  a 
summary of her experience, the purpose of Village Agents and her willingness to 
aim to bridge the gap between the local  community and statutory and voluntary 
organisations.   Her aim was to promote access to a wider range of services and 
satisfy unmet needs in the wider communities.

84/13 Older Children’s Play Area, Fitness Equipment and Skate Park (Min 73/13)

The Clerk gave an update on the work towards establishing an extension to the Play 
Area  towards  which  the  presentation  from  Cllr  Hall  would  make  a  significant 
contribution.  Funding was being sought from other sources.  Chris Burge confirmed 
that the Management Committee was supportive of the project and that he would 
now finalise the visits to local residents.

It was suggested that in addition to providing the equipment, at the same time or as a 
further  phase  the  replacement  of  the  motorway  barrier  fencing  on  the  roadside 
should be considered.

85/13 Accounts and Payments

RESOLVED:   That  the  accounts  listed  for  payment  (including  Section  137 
payments where appropriate) contained in the Clerk’s Report dated  10/03/14 and 
the income, be noted and approved including the payments to Wessex Water £84, 
and SDC £181.34 for water and non domestic rate for payment in April 2014.

86/13 Planning Applications – new applications, decisions, appeals and enforcement

53/14/02 –  certificate of lawfulness for proposed development - land to south of 
Liney Road – REFUSED;
53/14/03 - removal of condition to permit repair of agricultural vehicles - land to 
east of Hill View, Liney Road;
53/14/04 - erection of car port - 2 School Road;
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53/14/05  -  variation  of  conditions,  working  hours  -  Carnival  Club  Building, 
Community Centre;
53/14/06 - erection of detached garage - 1 Bussex Square;
53/14/07 - erection of two storey side extension including garage - 23 King’s Drive;
53/14/08(LB) - relocation of boiler to external location - 22 Standards Road
RESOLVED:  That  no objection be raised to  any of  the applications recorded  
above.

(Cllr Burge declared an interest through family membership in relation to 53/14/07, 
took no part in the consideration and did not vote)

87/13 Calendar of Meetings 2014/15

RESOLVED:  That the draft calendar as circulated be approved.

88/13 Publications and Correspondence

RESOLVED:  That the items recorded in the Report dated 10/03/14 be noted and 
actioned where appropriate;

1. Parish Magazine – February and March 2014
2. Moors Parish Cluster - meeting cancelled
3. SALC Area Meeting - 18/03/14
4. EDF/HPC - Delivery Management System (DMS)
5. National Grid - revised route at Southwick - consultation
6. CPRE Somerset - membership invite - declined
7. Somerset Play Forum - application to Reaching Communities Fund
8. Sedgemoor 5 year housing land supply 2014/19 - response noted
9. Levels and Moors Master Plan - way forward
10. Connecting Devon and Somerset - update - March 2014
11. Closure  of  Middlezoy  Community  Recycling  Site  -  in  light  of  opposition, 

decision noted  with regret
      12. Community Centre Field Pathway Clearance - work completed
      13. Magazines, Newsletters and Product Information

89/13               Additional Items

1. Flooding Issues - Rhyne in vicinity of 57 Monmouth Road - to refer this matter 
to the Environment Agency and Internal Drainage Board for most appropriate 
action to maintain the route and that via Broadstone;

                        2. Forces March 23/05/14 - advance publicity and invite to Cllrs and citizens of 
Westonzoyland to lead the Forces March from Westonzoyland to Langport and 
carry the flag “Emblem of Comradeship” - positive response.

The meeting finished at 9.35 pm. 

        Signed:
        Chairman: 
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