
WESTONZOYLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY   18 JANUARY 2016   AT   7.30  PM  

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, WESTONZOYLAND

PRESENT: Cllrs Mrs Fisher (Chairman), Carson (Vice-Chairman), Mrs Ballard,  
Evans, Griffiths, Spurrell and Ms Perry

APOLOGIES: Cllrs Alder and Burge

71/15 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

RESOLVED:   That  the  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Council  held  on 
Monday 23/11/15 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct  
record.

72/15 Matters Arising

i. Lloyds Bank Accounts - Mandate (Min 57/15ii) - the Clerk passed a 
form to the Chairman for completion at the bank with ID.

ii. Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust (ABCT) (Min 57/15iii) - the 
Memorial was now in situ following a successful opening.

iii. Affordable Housing Needs in the Village (Min 58/15) and Local 
Plan  Consultation  -  Review of  Core  Strategy (Min  59/15)  -  the  Clerk 
explained the relevance of the Tier 3 allocation in terms of the Village and 
that  the  consultation  period  on  the  Local  Plan  had  been  extended. 
Information was  still  awaited  from Esther  Carter  in  relation  to  affordable 
housing needs and this should inform any further consideration by the Parish 
Council of preferred residential allocations.

iv. Music on the Levels - Grant Application (Min 68/15) - confirmation 
was expected shortly from SDC of the grant awarded, whereupon the Clerk 
in conjunction with the Chairman would confirm the grant from the Parish 
Council.

73/15 Somerset Levels and Moors 20 Year Flood Action Plan

The Clerk gave a brief update on the plans for the Somerset Rivers Authority 
and the circulation of the Stream newsletter dated January 2016.  The public 
information session at Othery Village Hall  had been changed to Wednesday 
3 February 2016 2.30pm – 7.30pm where information would be available on 
the plans to increase the capacity of the Sowy river and the works on the 
KSD.   Reference  was  made to  recent  tests  of  the  pumping  capacity  at 
Dunball and the impacts that these matters could have on Westonzoyland 
and therefore the essential need that members reviewed these proposals 
from the Village perspective.  Those members attending the event intended 
to do so.
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74/15 County and District Councillor Ward Reports 

County Cllr David Hall was not present  and in the absence of Cllr Alder, 
Ms Perry gave an update on local matters.  This included the Local Plan 
consultation, further representations about the over-hanging sycamore tree 
in Woodland Avenue: both Ms Perry and the Clerk would take this forward 
again.   Ms Perry  also confirmed her  work  in  painting the exterior  of  the 
Village Hall, which was most willingly received.

75/15 Police and PCSO Report

No Officers were in attendance and there had been no recent contact or 
involvement with the Parish Council.

76/15 Village Agent Report

No report had been received via Kate Symonds.

77/15 Precept 2016/17 and Budget (Min 63/15)

Following  on  from  the  high-level  examination  of  budget  issues  at  the 
previous meeting,  the Clerk submitted detailed estimates for the financial 
year  ending  31/03/17.   Options  were  brought  forward  based  on  a 
continuation  budget  with  some  small  additions  to  marginally  increase 
reserves following hefty expenditure in the past two financial years on the 
play area and fitness equipment.

The Clerk confirmed the information circulated by SDC with their Precept 
request for 2016/17.  This gave a tax base of 618.17.  The grant estimate 
was £953, which was a further reduction.  Members examined the Precept 
options  based on alternatives  for  the  Band D property  and settled  on a 
marginal increase to 26 per Band D property from the 25 in 2015/16.  This 
would  give  a  total  income  of  £17,025.42  with  the  Precept  element  at 
£16,072.42.

RESOLVED:  

1. That the detailed budget paper and estimates as presented, based on 
26 per Band D, be agreed;

2. that a grant of £891.54 be made to Westonzoyland Village Hall 
(Community  Centre)  Management  Committee  to  cover  insurance  
under the terms of the renewal (grant made under Section 137);

3. that any further grant requests be considered in year and projects 
discussed at the previous meeting reviewed as the Council moves 
into the new financial year.

78/15 New Cemetery

Members noted that the work to the leylandii trees had been undertaken and 
completed satisfactorily.  This had improved the visual experience on entry 
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to the Cemetery.

79/15 Accounts for Payment and Receipts

RESOLVED:  That the accounts listed for payment (including Section 137 
payments  where appropriate)  and to  be paid  as  contained in  the Clerks 
Report dated 11/01/16 and the income be noted and approved. 

80/15 Planning  Applications,  Decisions,  Appeals  and  Enforcement  (Min 
66/15)

53/15/23 Erection of single storey rear extension partly on site of 
conservatory (to be demolished) 2 Sycamore Close - 
Resolved:  That no objection be raised.

Planning Appeal - 53/15/03 - erection of agricultural storage building, land 
south of 38 Main Road - Resolved:  That the appeal be noted.

81/15 General Planning Issues

Members noted that Cllr Ms Perry was following up an issue in relation to 
Western Court Farm and new-build walling.

82/15 Zoyfest

Peter Evans confirmed the intention to provide a seat  and confirmed the 
contact through the Clerk with the Highway Authority and the way that this 
would now be taken forward.

83/15 Parish Magazine - December 2015 and January 2016 Issues

Members noted that the recent magazine had included a page on Parish 
Council items which was most welcome.  Mr Evans indicated that he may be 
taking over the editorship of the magazine.

84/15 Publications and Correspondence

RESOLVED:  That the items recorded in the Report dated 11/01/16 be noted 
and actioned where appropriate:

1. Register of Electors - Parish copy received
2. Future of External Audit for Smaller Authorities - update 1
3. Procurement of Audit for Smaller Authorities
4. Clean for the Queen Local Authority Resource Pack 
5. Recycling Sites - 3 in Sedgemoor, kerbside recycling, kerbside food 

recycling, garden waste, commercial waste and move to fortnightly  
refuse collections - publicity

6. SDC Statement of Gambling Policy - Approval
7. Local Plan Consultation Update (as referred above)
8. Magazines, Newsletters, Posters and Product Information
9. North Area SALC - meeting postponed until March
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69/15 Additional Items

1. Sedgemoor  Inn  -  representations  relating  to  noise  from  recent  event  – 
AGREED to keep a watching brief

2. Fly Tipping on Airfield near Durston Composting Piles – AGREED to keep a 
watching brief following report

3. Footpaths - follow up report from Ian Moore following walking of problem 
route 

The meeting finished at 8.33 pm

 

Signed;
Chairman
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