
WESTONZOYLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 24 JUNE 2013 AT 7.30PM

                     AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE  WESTONZOYLAND

PRESENT: Cllr Mrs Fisher (Chairman), Cllr Beale (Vice-Chairman), Cllrs Alder, Mrs Ballard, 
Burge, Carson, Evans and Griffiths

            Cllr David Hall, County Council Ward Member, was also present

14/13 Westonzoyland  Airfield  Commemoration  and  Westonzoyland  Aviation 
Museum

The Parish Council were addressed by Mr Robbert Turner and Mr Ian Harris, about 
suggestions for an Aviation Museum at Westonzoyland to commemorate the long 
history of the airfield for which they had the support of the South West Airfields 
Heritage  Trust.   They  had  a  suggestion  for  the  siting  of  building  alongside  the 
existing Community Centre where the Doctors’ Surgery had previously been sited, 
hoping to make use of existing foundations.  Mr Turner explained the project more 
fully and outlined the type of funding which might be available. 

In principle, members were supportive of the proposals but had reservations about 
the scale and funding of the project.

Plans were already being discussed for extensions to the Carnival Club shed and 
possibly  a  skate  park,  and  older  children’s  play  area  equipment  and  fitness 
equipment,  which would eat into the recreation area.   

RESOLVED:   That,  in  order  to  undertake  a  comprehensive  assessment  of  the 
planning requirements for the Community Centre and the recreation field, Mr Turner 
and Mr Harris  be  invited  to  present  proposals  in  more  detail  to  the  meeting  in 
August, enabling examination with other plans.

15/13 Membership of the Parish Council – Casual Vacancy

The  Clerk  advised  on  the  process  with  some two  years  until  the  next  election, 
following the untimely death of Mr John Milbank.

RESOLVED: That notice of the Casual Vacancy by advertised in accordance with 
the Procedure and subject to response thereto, this be further considered at the next 
meeting with the option of co-option if an election is not called.

16/13 Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 20 May 2013

RESOLVED:  That  the  Minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting  held  on  20/05/13  be 
approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
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17/13 Matters Arising

1. Skate  Park  and  Older  Children’s  Play  Area  and  Fitness  Equipment  – 
Members agreed that it was necessary to pursue general interest in the Village if 
it  came forward with an affordable project and with support for the costings. 
Mr Alder would bring forward a plan of the site so that the options offered by 
Mant Leisure could be assessed.  Members accepted that this would need to be 
done  in  comprehensive  fashion  with  the  Carnival  Club  proposals  for  their 
extensions,  which Mr Burge would bring forward with a view to a Planning 
Application being submitted.  

18/13 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20 May 2013

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20/05/13 be noted.

19/13 Ward Member Reports – SCC Cllr David Hall and SDC Cllr Derek Alder

Members  received  information  from  the  County  and  District  Ward  Members. 
Cllr  Hall  outlined the  action being taken by the majority  group in terms of  the 
County budgets and recent Government announcements on spending reviews and 
reductions.   He  also  commented  on  the  EDF/HPC proposals,  road  impacts  and 
concerns about future delays on the road infrastructure in Bridgwater.  The A38/A39 
Little Sydenham Bridge, was now open to traffic and a new roundabout for the new 
hospital at Bower Lane was under construction.  

Cllr Alder pointed to a similar situation with the District Council in terms of budget 
constraints and ongoing pressure for savings.

20/13 PCSO Report

No  report  had  yet  been  received  from  PCSO  Helen  Whitehead,  but  would  be 
circulated by email when, and if, received.

21/13 Notice of Audit and Statement of Governance (Min 06/13)

The Clerk and RFO confirmed that the Accounts had been completed together with 
the Governance Statement of Assurance and was ready to submit to the External 
Auditors.

Copies  of  the  Accounting  Statements  for  2012/13,  the  Income/Expenditure 
Accounts, Balance Sheet and Bank Reconciliations for the year to 31/03/13 were 
received.

RESOLVED:  That completion of the Internal Audit be noted and submission to the 
Auditors endorsed.

22/13 Somerset Rural Youth Project Prospectus 2013

Arising from consideration of this item, members noted the broad outline of this 
Project.  In particular they noted that  additional volunteers had come forward to 
support  the Friday Youth Club in the Village and considered ways in which the 
Parish  Council  might  help  the  continued  resurgence  of  this  facility.   It  was 
understood that there had been increase in rental for the Church Hall.
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RESOLVED:  That to support the Project the Parish Council make a Grant under 
Section 137 to the Westonzoyland Church Youth Group in the sum of £500.

23/13 Accounts for Payment and Receipts

RESOLVED:   That  the  accounts  listed  for  payment  (including  Section  137 
payments where appropriate) contained in the Clerk’s Report dated 17/06/13 and the 
income be noted and approved.

24/13 Planning Applications – decisions, appeals and enforcement

53/13/07 - change of use of disused runway to permanent storage and blending of a 
      horticultural growing media, Westonzoyland Airfield

53/13/08 – erection of single storey extension, 15 School Road
53/13/10 – erection of double garage/workshop, 59 Liney Road

RESOLVED:  That no objection be raised to 53/13/07 subject to confirmation that 
there has been no continuing issues or increase in complaints from the farming unit 
adjacent to this site; and two, that no objections be raised to applications 08 and 10.

(Cllr Alder declared an interest as a member of the District Council Development  
Committee,  took  no  part  in  the  consideration  of  these  items  and  did  not  vote 
thereon.)

25/13 Publications and Correspondence

RESOLVED:  That the items recorded in the Report dated 17/06/13 be noted and 
actioned where appropriate;

1. Parish Magazine – June 2013;
2. Play Area Inspection – undertaken in June;
3. Sedgemoor  Youth  Forum  –  21/06/13,  and  Youth  and  Community  Services 

Revamp
4. Dream Scheme – Bridgwater 02/07/13 Introduction and 11/07/13 Setting-up a 

Scheme seminars;
5. Bridgwater Community Hospital Moderator Groups;
6. Cheddar Reservoir II – further consultation;
7. Shared Ownership Property available in North Newton;
8. NALC Meeting with DCLG Minister;
9. Magazines, Newsletters, Posters and Product Information.

26/13               Additional Items

1. Westonzoyland  Community  Centre  Hall –  Advised  by  Mr  Burge  and 
Mrs Ballard.  Members noted actions being planned by the Community Centre to 
secure additional funds through the setting up of a Fund Raising Sub-Committee. 
As part of this exercise it was planned to market the Community Centre as a 
Village Hall and to broaden the advertisement outlets and range of functions and 
hirings.
The meeting finished at 8.55 pm.         Signed:

        Chairman: 
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