
WESTONZOYLAND PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL

HELD ON MONDAY   28 JUNE 2015   AT   7.30  PM    
AT THE VILLAGE HALL  WESTONZOYLAND

                     

PRESENT: Cllrs Mrs Fisher (Chairman), Carson (Vice-Chairman), Alder, Mrs Ballard, Burge, 
Evans, Ms Perry and Spurrell       

APOLOGIES: Cllr Griffiths and County Cllr David Hall

15/15 Declarations of Interest

The  Clerk  confirmed  that  all  Declarations  of  Interest  had  been  completed  and 
submitted to the Monitoring Officer for recording by SDC.

16/15 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council  held on 
Monday 18/05/15 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

17/15 Matters Arising

i. Battlefield  Memorial  (Min  14/15)  -  members  noted  that  a  temporary 
memorial to a member of the Welsh Guards (surname Harris) appeared to have been 
placed at the memorial site.  This would be reviewed and removed in due course.

ii. Carnival Club Tenancy Agreement (Min 05/15i) - Mr Burge had chased 
up the completion of the Agreement and it was expected that this would be returned 
shortly as a signed document.

iii. Battlefield Memorial Site at Bussex (Min 14/15)  - The Clerk confirmed 
that the cheque for the balance of the invoice from the stonemason for the Memorial 
Stone  refurbishment  had  been  passed  to  the  Westonzoyland  Parochial  Church 
Council in the sum of £156.25.

iv. Village  Hall  (Community  Centre)  Management  Committee  - 
Appointments 2015/16 No 3 (Min 8/15) - Mrs Ballard, who had been appointed as 
the representative,  pointed out  that  this  should now been known as the “Village 
Hall” rather than the “Community Centre”.  

18/15 Audit 2014/15 (Min 111/14)

Following  completion  of  the  Internal  Audit,  the  accounts  were  now  ready  for 
submission to the External Auditor, together with the Annual Return for 2014/15. 
Incoming expenditure account for the year to 31/03/15, current balance sheet and 
notes to the account would be submitted.  The Governance Statement of Assurance 
was also noted.

RESOLVED:   That  the  accounts  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  and  Clerk  and 
Responsible  Financial  Officer,  and  the  Governance  Statement  of  Assurance  be 
approved for reference to the external Auditors with confirmatory report to the next 
meeting.
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19/15 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 18/05/15
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 18/05/15 be noted.

Arising from Min 04/15, Flood Action Plan etc, members attention was drawn to 
funding available for specific projects to combat flooding in villages in the future. 
There  was  a  short  deadline  for  this  and  with  no  schemes  prepared,  the  Parish 
Council were unable to follow this up at this time.

20/15 Older Children’s Play and Fitness Equipment - Formal Opening

The Chairman thanked those who had attended the formal opening together with the 
County Cllr.  Mr Burge offered photographs for the website to record the event.  The 
equipment had been very well received by users.

21/15 County and District Cllr Ward Reports

County  Cllr  Hall  had  sent  an  apology and would  report  to  next  Parish  Council 
Meeting.

Cllrs  Alder  and  Ms  Perry  reported  briefly  on  the  newly  elected  SDC.   It  was 
particularly apparent that  budgets for the forthcoming financial  year and beyond 
would be severely constrained.

22/15 PCSO Report and Future Beat Officer Arrangements

Following the departure of PCSO Helen Whitehead, no report was available.  A 
request had been made for confirmation of revised beat arrangements now being put 
in place, but no detailed information had been received as of yet.  Contact numbers 
for PCSO had been included in the Parish Magazine.

Members made reference again to nuisance from vehicles using the droves and a 
number of incidences where fly  tipping had occurred.  This had been reported but 
members  were  again  advised  to  use  the  101  telephone  number  to  report  any 
incidents worthy of police attention but not warranting a 999 call.

23/15 Village Agent Report

Information received from the Village Agent had been circulated by email and no 
additional report or information was available.

24/15 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)

The Clerk reported  on  an advisory note  for  town and parish  councils  following 
implementation of the scheme from 01/04/15.  More information was expected at a 
planned  seminar  and  funding  under  the  Levy  applicable  to  the  village  of 
Westonzoyland  would  be  paid  over  in  two  tranches.   This  was  required  to  be 
separated from budgets and expenditure recorded.  It was doubtful in the case of 
Westonzoyland that this would warrant a separate bank account but this would be 
monitored.

25/15             Planning Applications, Decisions, Appeals and Enforcement

53/15/05 Erection of agricultural workshop/store to replace existing (to be 
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demolished) at barn at Weston Court Farm, Main Road

RESOLVED:  That in the light of objections from residents, the objection raised by 
the Parish Council be ratified and confirmed given the effect on privacy of adjoining 
properties and activities associated with the use of land, both existing and proposed.

53/15/12 Change of use from agricultural land to residential curtilage, Weston 
Court Farm, Main Road

RESOLVED:  That objection be raised on the basis that the land subject to the 
proposal is outside the existing village boundary (fence) and it is unclear from the 
application how this relates to existing residential development.

53/15/13 Retention of agricultural building, building on the land to the east of 
2 Main Road

RESOLVED:  That objection be raised to the  proposal given that relationship to 
other applications is unclear in terms of both the existing and the proposed uses of 
the  building  and relationship  to  other  buildings  and the  land holding (Members 
regard a visit to the site as essential if approval is to be considered).

53/15/15 Erection of single storey extensions to north and south elevations to 
include garage and demolition of existing garage at 4 St Mary’s Road

RESOLVED:  That attention be drawn to the proximity of the workshop extension 
to the boundary of the property and concerns on the impact of the proposal on the 
neighbouring property.

APPEAL 53/14/27 - Erection of part single storey/part two storey extension at 23 
Bussex Square - appeal noted without comment.

26/15 General Planning Issue - Orchard View, Load Lane

Members  reported  that  a  proposal  to  convert  this  property  to  a  care  home was 
understood to be planned but no information had been made available through the 
planning process.   It  was  suggested  that  this  constituted  permitted  development 
within the terms of the General Development Order for a Class C3 use.

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk make further enquiries on this matter.

(Cllr  Alder  declared  an  interest  in  all  planning  matters  as  a  member  of  the  
Development Committee of SDC and Cllr Burge an interest in application 53/14/27,  
and took no part in the consideration thereof)

27/15 Lakewall - Complaints about Traffic Speeds exiting the Village

Members considered representations from local  residents  about  traffic  speeds on 
Lake Wall in the vicinity of the willow works outside the existing 30 mile limit.

RESOLVED:  That this be brought to the attention of the Highway Authority with 
the request that the 30 mile speed limit be extended.
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28/15 Accounts for Payment and Receipts
RESOLVED:  
That  the  accounts  listed  for  payment  (including  Section  137  payments  where  
appropriate)  and  to  be  paid,  as  contained  in  the  Clerks  report  dated  22/06/15  
and the  income be  noted  and approved;  and that  the  expected  return  of  Stock  
Redemption from the War Loan be noted.

29/15             Publications and Correspondence

RESOLVED:  That the items recorded in the Report dated 22/06/15 be noted and 
actioned where appropriate:
1. Parish Magazine - June 2015
2. Lloyds Bank - cheque signature variations
3. SALC “Being a Good Councillor” seminar 09/07/15
4. Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone PC - Neighbourhood plan notification
5. Litter Bins - costings - further enquiries to be made
6. Research on Community Resilience - return by three members - reference 

also to response on flood resilience - possibility of sandbags being secured 
for use should there be any future flooding incidents (see Min 19/15 above)

7. Zoyfest 500 - “Make an Exhibition of Yourself” 08 and 09/08/15 - Parish 
Council records to be made available

8. Neighbourhood Policing Awards and Police and Crime Plan 2015-17
9. Magazines, newsletters, posters and product information

30/15 Additional Items
i. Sedgemoor Standards Committee - invitation from SALC to nominate.

ii. Special Events and Activities Guidelines and Risk Management Guidance - 
noted for future use with copies to be referred to the Management Committee 
of the Village Hall.

iii. Affordable Housing - invitation to attend next meeting to be submitted to 
SDC.

iv. Parish Path Liaison Officer - in the event that Mr Moore does not take up the 
role, request to be placed in the Parish Magazine.

v. Somerset  Youth  and  Communities  Service  -  grant  information,  when   
available, to be passed to Mrs Ballard and former member Nathan Lamb

vi. Chris Smith - Environment Agency – contact details to be passed to Chris 
Burge.

vii. Diorama at Westonzoyland Church - to be retained and transferred to Blake 
Museum after Zoyfest Exhibitions on 08-09/08/15.

viii. New Cemetery - Regulations, restrictions on memorials, including tablets for 
Garden Of Rest to be clarified and with discussions with Mr Moore temporary items 
to be removed after 2-3 months, and the instance of the low level kerbing contrary to 
the regulations, if reinstated, to be set low into the earth to aid mowing.

The Meeting finished at 9.25 pm
                                                               Signed     Chairman 

4



5


	                     

